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"All Things Blue" Newsletter and Podcast Your Passport to the Soul of the 
Blues


July 2025 Edition

 




 

Tour hosted by Dr. Chuck Beattie


 

UPDATE:


Third Party Financing Available

Many of you have asked about alternative payment options. Please take 

advantage of the third party payment options on the checkout page. 

Choose the plan that works for you and your budget.
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Notes From Dr. Blues

Dear Friend of the Blues,

 


Welcome to “All Things Blue”—your front-row seat to the music, stories, and 
spirit that shape the world of the blues! 


 

What We’re All About:


Inspired by the Blues By Bus Tour, our channel is dedicated to sharing the 
authentic sound of the blues and shining a light on the people and places 
that keep its flame alive. From juke joints in the Mississippi Delta to urban 
street corners where the blues was born and reborn, we’re on a journey to 
connect you with the heartbeat of America’s most enduring music.


 

What to Expect:


Exclusive Performances from celebrated and undiscovered blues 
artists
Behind-the-Scenes Moments from the Blues By Bus Tour
Cultural Deep-Dives into blues history, traditions, and communities
Inspiring Interviews with musicians, historians, and local legends
Hidden Gems: Landmarks, venues, and stories that you won’t find 
anywhere else

Whether you’re a lifelong blues lover or just beginning your journey, “All 
Things Blue” is your invitation to explore the rhythm, roots, and real stories 
that make the blues a living legacy.


 

Ready to Ride?


Hop on the bus—let’s explore the blues, one stop at a time!
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OVERCOMING LIFE’S CHALLENGES: A TESTAMENT OF THE BLUES



 

OVERCOMING LIFE’S CHALLENGES: A TESTAMENT OF THE BLUES


By Dr. Charles M. Beattie II, a.k.a. Dr. Blues

When life tried to silence me, I sang louder—and that’s how I made it 

through.”

They call me Dr. Blues—not just because I play the blues, but because I’ve 

lived them. I’ve known heartbreak that hums like a slow tune and hope that 
rises like a Sunday morning choir. Life has thrown me storms, silence, and 
soul-deep sorrow—but I didn’t let it steal my song. The blues didn’t break 
me. It built me. It taught me how to stand tall with a guitar in my hand and 
God in my heart. So when folks ask how I kept going, I tell them this: the 
blues became my breakthrough. Through every tear-stained lyric and late-
night melody, I found a way not just to survive, but to sing my way into 
healing—and I’m here to help you do the same.


We all face trials—some personal, some professional, some so deep they 
cut to the soul. Life has a way of bringing us to our knees, whispering that we 
won’t make it through. But I stand today not because the road was easy, but 
because I learned how to keep walking even when it wasn’t. I have lived a 
whole life—a life of music, of ministry, of mentorship, and of meaning. But 
more than that, I have lived a life marked by overcoming.


I often say that the blues chose me—I didn’t choose it. The blues is not just a 
genre; it’s a testimony. It’s a living, breathing narrative of survival, of turning 
pain into power and setbacks into songs. And through every chord I play, 
through every note I sing, I’m not just performing—I’m bearing witness. The 
blues teaches us that life’s sorrow doesn’t have to be the end of our story. It 
can be the beginning of something greater.


I wasn’t born into privilege. I was raised in the South, where history hangs 
heavy in the humid air and every corner bears a memory. I’ve seen what it 
means to struggle. I’ve watched people work hard, pray harder, and hold on 
with grit and grace. That’s where I found my faith—and my fight.


Over the years, I’ve worn many hats—professor, consultant, pastor, 
international bluesman. I've stood on global stages and behind hospital beds 
as a chaplain. I've taught in classrooms and preached in sanctuaries. Yet 
behind all the accolades and applause lies a man who had to overcome. 
Every closed door, every hard season, every no-show gig, every personal 
loss—it all became the fire that forged my resilience.


Let me tell you something I know for sure: hardship has a way of revealing 
who you really are. It's easy to sing when the lights are bright. But can you 
still sing when you're in the dark? That’s what the blues taught me. That’s 
what life has taught me. And that’s what I want to share with you.




https://landing.bluesbybus.com/


5/7

There were times I wanted to give up—moments of deep uncertainty, when 
the weight felt unbearable. But I kept hearing the voices of my ancestors, 
singing spirituals in the cotton fields, humming hymns through their suffering. 
I am the fruit of their endurance. And I knew I had to keep going—not just for 
me, but for every young artist, every weary soul, every person who ever 
needed to know they were not alone.
Overcoming life’s challenges doesn’t mean you won’t feel the pain. It means 
you decide that your pain won’t have the final word. It means choosing to 
turn wounds into wisdom, despair into determination, struggle into strength.
So I played. I sang. I showed up.
I poured my story into every song. And somewhere along the way, I found 
healing in the music. I found hope in the rhythm. I found purpose in the 
performance. And I found God—right there in the middle of it all. Not just in 
the triumphs, but in the tears.
People often ask me, “Dr. Blues, how did you make it through all that?” I tell 
them, “I didn’t just survive—I learned to thrive. And the secret? Never stop 
believing that your story matters. Never stop telling it.”
To those facing challenges today, I say this: Don’t despise your valleys. The 
blues are born in the valley. But so is your growth. So is your glory. You are 
not defined by what you’ve been through, but by how you rise from it.
Let the world hear your blues—but let them also see your brilliance.
Keep walking. Keep working. Keep singing.
And when the darkness tries to silence your soul,
Sing louder.
 
Dr. Chuck Beattie (Dr. Blues)
Founder & Host, All Things Blue
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A Gift for You





To fuel your journey, we’re thrilled to share an exclusive guide:



 

Top 10 Must-See Blues Landmarks: Your Essential Guide to the 
Heartbeat of the Blues


Discover the places every blues fan should know—perfect for planning your 
own pilgrimage, deepening your appreciation, or simply exploring from your 
armchair.


 

[Download Your Free Guide Here]


Click Here For Your Free Guide

 


Thank you for being part of the “All Things Blue” community. Stay tuned for 
more exclusive content, unforgettable stories, and plenty of soul.


With blues and gratitude,

 


Dr. Chuck Beattie (Dr. Blues)

Founder & Host, All Things Blue
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